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Adding a Crown to -NAR M&KtYi mald

By | GKT member, Richard Wil cox

At the Joint meeting of the IGKT and the IGKT  -NAB in New Bedford, Massachusetts
there were all kinds of things to see and do. The best part of any meeting is learning
new knots or new ways of tying old knots. There were not any seminars at this meet-
ing but there was a lot of idea sharing. | was at my small display when Glenn Dickey
arrived. Glenn was not able to stay for the whole meeting, but the few minutes | was
able to spend with him were most fruitful. Glenn was tying a crown knot | had never
seen before. | have no idea if it has a special name. It has a neat pattern when com-
pleted. This is a simple crown using 6 or more even strands.

How to tie:

Step 1: Assuming you will be tying a six stranded crown sennit, pair up the
strands as seen in Figure A. ; . |

Step 2: Make a simple crown knot to the right us-

ing each pair as in Figure B. \

A g Step 3: Split the pairs and recombine with their
opposites as shown in Figure C
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' Step 4: Make a simple crown to the right using the new pairs.

Step 5: Split the pairs again as in Figure D. Make a : 4
- simple crown to the right again using the new pairs. L N
i - Maintain a consistent tension while tying. Go back : e
: to Step 1 and repeat the pattern again until you

have the desired sennit length. ~ —u

torb6s note This crown knot was pukt Knotti
September, 2004, page 10. Article was | Prett
called this particular pattern of crown kno ng the AT
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The resulting crown sennit is
shown to the rightt ————

A Bel |l Rope for the USS Wat ¢

By | GKT member HWBMUISNr tFtr@d CR.SSAI Rentéez ed, USS Fort
Hi story Unit

About a year ago, while participating at River Blast 2010 in Co-

lumbus, Ga., an educational living history event specifically at

the Port Columbus National Civil War Naval Museum, | was

interacting with the public aboard the full scale replica of the

USS Water Witch. During the dayds e\
pipe aboard the dignitaries during the ceremonies. | was placed

on the bridge deck platform of the ship and while there, noticed

the ragged piece of line called a bell rope that hung on the

s hipds bel l. It was not the proper |
of living history that is the USS Water Witch.

Mr. Smith and | had been speaking on and off about my mar-

linspike seamanship and was even allowed to display my knot-

ting on the deck of the USS Monitor display within the muse-

um. | asked Mr. Smith if he would allow this old navy Chief to

knot a proper bell rope and donate it to the museum so that it

woul d be placed on the shipds bell ¢
answer was music to my ears. He would be happy to place a
proper bell rope on th :

R bel |

| started the bell rope a couple of days after
returning home to Brandon, Florida. After fin-
ishing the bell rope, | mailed it to the museum
and Mr. Smith said they would not place the
bel l rope on the shipo
2011. This woul d tbaani-t
versary and this would be a very appropriate
time for me to place t
bell and keep time for the first time. |
thought this to be a great idea and on March
13, 2011 during River Blast 2011, | was al-
266 Bel |l r op déowed to presentthe Bell Rope to the muse-
Almost Completed um. The Bell Rope was placed on the USS Wa-
ter Witch shipbds bell
services we began to keep time with a proper bell rope.

100 af
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The USS Fort Henry Naval Liwv
or Thomas Cook was charged with keeping time for the rest of
the day a task he took with great honor and accomplished with
great precision.

| am sure it is not the first time a member of the IGKT has had
their work in a museum, but it is indeed the first time for me

and hopefully a start of many. | have been promised that River
Blast 2012, God willing, I will be allowed to knot the rails of the

To the left, Bruce Smith, executive director with the new bell rope.

Crown knotting is a nice way to build up the core of knotting projects such as key
fobs. There are many patterns that can be formed using variations in the crown knot
and when combined with other knots the results can give you an almost endless rep-

n

ertoire of projects.

Problem: The over one crown knot is the easiest to tie and is used
as a starter knot for other knots. However as you pull to tighten

one side of the knot, you loosen the other side. The over one crown
knot is shown to the right.

Fortunately there is another variation of the crown knot which is

much easier to tighten. I n this artic
for use as a core. Il 61l be using six

11
First, start the crown by seizing the strands together. Lay out 5 6
the strands in a star pattern. (I @m
tify each strand as | explain the steps in tying.) -
(When | was learning to tie the two under crown knot, | used 3 ]
clothes line cord, wrapped the tips in masking tape, and actual-
ly labeled each tip. It helped.) 4

Step 1

Step 1: In the two under pattern you are taking the working
strand and going under the next two strands. In Step 1, take
strand number 1 and bring it under strands 2 and 3. Leave a
loop at the core with strand 1. It will be needed later.

(Leave loop here.

il

g

ship. The shipds rails and wheel
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Step 2: Take strand number 2 and bring it under strands
3 and 4. Leave a loop at the core with strand 2. It will be
needed later on.

Steps 3 & 4.

(3)Take strand number 3 and bring it Step 3
under strands 4 and 5. =—tmemy
to leave a loop at the core with this 2

strand.

(4)Take strand number 4 and bring it
under strands 5 and
to leave a loop at the core with strand
number 4 either. 4

Step 5: Take strand 5 and go under strand 6. Then go
through the loop ~ formed by strand 1. This takes strand 5
under strand 1. At this time, strand 5 will be under strand 6
and strand 1.

Step 6. Take strand 6 and go through the loop  formed
by strand 1. Then go through the loop formed by strand 2.
This takes strand 6 under strands 1 and 2. This completes

the two under sequence.

Finally: Tighten all strands. As you tighten notice the
other side doesnot | oosen.
that can be used for a core or that will stand on its own.

A picture of the
shown pbel ow.
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