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Up-rigging the Santa Maria ï Mainsôl  - continued 

The Santa Maria in 

summer  
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The Santa Maria is located in Columbus, Ohio and is permanently 

docked on the Scioto River in downtown Columbus.  It com-

memorates the first European voyage to America by Christopher 

Columbus and the sailing and operation of the traditional square-

rigged vessels which made the voyage.  The Santa Maria is an 

educational museum used to teach the importance and impact of 

the first voyage as well as the technology of the square-rigged 

ship.   

This article is continued from April 2010 issue of the InterKnot. 

It takes six people to 

raise the main yardarm.  

Four people are on the 

block and tackle at the 

knight's head.  Two oth-

ers (not shown) are on 

the main deck at the lift 

lines for the main yard-

arm.  No motors or hy-

draulics here!  Itôs all 

muscle power! Hoisting the main yardarm - Pic: DSC-0265 

(L to R) Smitty, Mike, Tom, Glenn.  

Raising the Main Yardarm 
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Finally the main yard-

arm is being hoisted 

into position for the 

summer tourist season.    

Itôs about three-quarters 

of the way up to the 

setting for the summer.  

You can see we have 

the mainsôl reefed and 

marled.   

 

The two blocks are the 

lift lines for the main 

yardarm.   
Hoisting the main yardarm - Pic: DSC-0314 

The mains'l is belayed 

for the summer tourist 

season.  Tom has 

ñmarriedò the lines and 

is holding the main 

yardarm.  Mike is 

standing by and Smitty 

is pulling out the lines 

so we can belay the 

mainsôl. 

 
       Knightôs head. 

Belaying the mains'l halyard - Pic: DSC-0317 

(L to R) Smitty, Tom, Glenn, Mike 

This ends the first part 

of the Santa Maria up-

rigging.  Whew! 

All pictures of the Santa Maria uprigging (unless otherwise noted) are courtesy of Terry Smith.   
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